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WHY  DO  YQU  NOT 

OBEY    THE    GOSPEL? 


Why  do  you  not  obey  the  gospel?  We  put  this  question, not  to  the 
enemies  of  the  truth,  not  to  the  open  opposers  of  the  work  of  God, 
nor  to  the  violent  persecutors  of  his  people,  but  to  those  who  have 
become  interested  in  the  doctrines  of  the  kingdom  of  Jesus — to  those 
who  continue  to  hearken  to  the  teachings  of  the  servants  of  God, 
but  still  stand  aloof  from  obedience  ;  and  though  admiring  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  gospel,  are  yet  lingering  on  the  ground  of  the"  enemy, 
and  hesitate,  from  some  cause  or  other,  to  cross  the  threshold  of  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

We  are  led  to  think,  that  could  individuals  realize  the  sublime  pur- 
poses of  God  in  the  scheme  of  redemption — could  they  comprehend 
but  for  a  moment  the  destiny  of  the  redeemed,  no  consideration  from 
whatever  cause  it  might  originate — no  barrier,  however  formidable, 
could  stop  their  progress,  or  cause  them  to  tarry  in  the  path  of  obe- 
dience ;  earth  with  all  its  attractions,  its  wealth,  its  honours,  or  even 
life  itself  would  be  but  as  the  dust  of  the  balance,  nor  could  any  thing 
beneath  the  sun  assume  a  sufficient  importance  in  the  estimation  of 
such,  to  cause  them  to  hesitate  in  the  path  of  duty  and  the  path  to 
glory. 

And  what,  we  would  inquire  for  a  moment,  is  comprehended  in  the 
salvation  of  Jesus  Christ  ?  It  is  not  merely  to  be  forgiven  of  the 
Great  Judge — to  escape  the  ills  of  a  weary  world,  and  to  be  trans- 
lated to  a  paradise  of  bliss  ;  but  we  understand  salvation  to  compre- 
hend all  that  the  Father  hath  promised,  all  that  the  Son  can  claim  by 
his  infinite  atonement,  or  that  the  Spirit  can  communicate  in  its  re- 
velations to  the  children  of  .men ;  yea,  all  that  Deity  can  bestow  or 
sanctified  intelligences  enjoy. 

"  The  glory,"  says  Jesus,  "  which  thou  gavest  me  I  have  given 
them,  that  they  may  be  one  even  as  we  are  one  :"  "  and  to  him  that 
overcometh  will  I  grant  to  sit  with  me  in  my  throne,  even  as  I  also 
overcame  and  am  set  down  with  my  Father  on  his  throne  ;"  and  thus 
shall  they  who  are  faithful  and  endure  unto  the  end,  become  heirs  of 
God  and  joint  heirs  with  Jesus  Christ.  Such  do  we  consider  to  be  the 
end  of  Salvation — such  the  distinction  and  glorious  destiny  of  the 
redeemed.  Oh  !  what  can  be  thrown  into  the  balance  to  outweigh 
such  considerations  ?  what  can  be  presented  to  the  mind  to  divert  it 
from  seeking  to  attain  to  so  great  riches  and  glory  ?  But  the  reply 
may  be — "  We  do  net  deny  that  such  are  the  purposes  of  God,  for 
the  scriptures  of  truth  fully  declare  it,  but  we  are  still  afraid  that 


something  may  be  wrong  amongst  you  avIio  have  conic  forth  to  bear 
these  glad  tidings.  You  come  unto  us,  declaring  that  the  heavens 
have  hecn  opened — that  angels  have  ministered  onto  you — that  God 
has  renewed  his  covenant  with  man — and  that  he  has  raised  up  a 
prophet  unto  the  people  through  whom  to  communicate  his  will,  and 
by  whom  to  give  forth  those  laws  necessary  for  the  regulation  of  his 
church  and  the  establishment  of  his  kingdom  in  the  last  days.  Now, 
though  we  have  no  particular  objection  to  such  doctrine,  and  clearly 
see,  that  if  all  this  be  true,  God  is  only  acting  like  himself,  and  as  he 
has  done  in  every  age  when  he  had  a  peculiar  people  for  himself ; 
yet  the  world  speaks  very  evil  of  your  prophet  and  his  followers,! 
Public  rumour,  witli  a  thousand  tongues,  is  continually  circulating- 
reports  that  are  disgraceful  to  the  man  and  the  cause,  and  we  are 
afraid  that  what  so  many  say  must  be  true,  or,  at  least,  that  there 
must  be  some  foundation  for  the  slanders  that  are  uttered." 

Now  we  arc  assured  that  such  are  the  feelings  of  many  avIio  have 
been  attracted  by  the  principles  of  truth,  yet  hesitate  to  obey  them. 
But  let  us  transfer  the  scene  for  a  moment ;  let  us  take  this  plea, 
this  apology  for  disobedience  to  another  theatre  of  action,  and  sup- 
pose the  day  of  probation  offered  to  such  to  be  over  and  past ;  let  us 
suppose  them  to  be  arraigned  at  that  bar,  where  they  must  give  an 
account  of  the  deeds  done  in  the  body,  and  see  whether  it  will  serve 
their  purpose  there.  "  The  world  spoke  evil  of  thy  servants,  and  we 
Avere  afraid  they  might  deceive  us.  Thy  people  Avere  accused  of 
every  species  of  crime,  and  Avere  punished  under  the  appearance  of 
guilt,  and  Ave  feared  that  it  Avas  the  hand  of  justice  inflicting  upon  them 
the  punishment  due  to  their  crimes."  And  what  might  be  the  answer 
of  the  judge  ?  might  it  not  be  thus  ?  "  And  did  I  fare  better  in  the 
flesh  than  my  followers  ?  Avas  I  not  evil  spoken  of  ?  were  not  my  ori- 
gin and  circumstances  in  the  flesh  deemed  contemptible  by  the  Avorld? 
Avas  I  not  denounced  as  an  associate  of  publicans  and  sinners,  a  blas- 
phemer, and  one  that  had  a  devil  ?  But  AAdien  have  I  commanded 
thee  to  take  the  world  for  thy  guide  and  the  Yule  of  thy  faith  and 
obedience  ?  Knowest  thou  not  that  the  world  ever  hated  me  and  my 
servants  ?  was  it  not  written  that  because  I  had  chosen  my  people 
out  of  the  Avorld,  therefore  the  world  hated  them  ?  Knowest  thou 
not  that  the  world  Was  under  condemnation,  that  my  curse  was  upon 
it  ?  and  thou  hast  preferred  to  listen  to  its  precepts  before  the  Avord 
of  my  servants,  therefore  its  destiny  must  be  thine,  and  thou  must 
reap  that  Avhich  thou  hast  'sown.  My  word  Avas  simple  and  easy  to 
comprehend  ;  thou  kneAvest  what  was  Avritten  and  didst  eA'en  rejoice 
therein,  but  thou  preferredst  to  hearken  to  the  enemy,  therefore  de- 
part thou  into  the  place  prepared  for  him  and  his  angels.  Such,  we 
deem,  might  be  the  language  of  justice  to  those  who  are  refusing 
obedience  from  such  motives  :  and  to  such  Ave  Avould  say,  God  has 
given  you  understanding  to  comprehend  truth — the  scheme  of  salva- 
tion is  like  and  Avorthy  of  himself,  so  that  he  that  runs  may  read. — 
If  you  suspect  the  veracity  of  the  servants  of  God.  seek  around  you 


to  discover  some  of  whom  the  world  speaks  well,  whom  it  has  taken 
to  its  embrace,  and  if  they  declare  the  precepts  of  eternal  truth — ■ 
obey  them.  But  we  know,  and  you  know,  that  such  an  anomaly 
exists  not,  neither  can — that  the  principles  of  truth  were  ever  rejected 
by  fallen  man — that  there  can  be  no  sympathy  between  the  world  and 
the  people  of  God,  they  must  ever  be  hostile  to  each  other ;  and  the 
sacrifice  of  the  great  head  of  the  church  on  Calvary,  was  a  sample  of 
the  relative  positions  of  a  fallen  world  and  the  servants  of  God.  To 
such,  then,  that  are  influenced  by  considerations  of  this  nature  would 
we  say — your  condition  is  perilous,  for  even  if  many  of  the  servants 
of  the  Lord  apostatize  from  the  truth,  and  become  guilty  before  God 
and  man,  it  will  not  erase  what  is  written  of  the  plan  of  salvation,  it 
will  not  destroy  your  sanity  of  mind  and  that  common  sense  which 
God  has  given  you,  for  which  he  will  hold  you  responsible,  and  by 
the  exercise  of  which  you  shall  stand  or  fall  before  him. 

But,  again,  there  are  others  to  whom  we  would  put  the  question, 
"  Why  do  you  not  obey  the  gospel  ?"  whose  plea  may  be  of  a  differ- 
ent nature.  We  fear  the  consequences,  our  affairs  are  so  complicated, 
our  connexions  are  so  extensive,  our  friends  are  so  opposed,  that  we 
do  not  feel  prepared  at  once  to  decide  upon  embracing  the  principles 
of  truth.  And,  did  you  deem  that  to  be  a  follower  of  Jesus  Christ  you 
would  have  no  cross  to  bear  ?  Have  you  forgotten  the  words  of  the 
Saviour  when  he  said,  "  whosoever  he  be  among  you  that  forsaketh 
not  all  that  he  hath,  he  cannot  be  my  disciple."  Have  you  extensive 
possessions  ?  have  you  great  prosperity  in  obtaining  the  good  things 
of  the  world  ?  will  you  enter  into  the  service  of  Jesus  with  a  heart 
ready  to  give  him  all  things,  that  you  may  become  wise  stewards  of 
the  bounties  he  has  bestowed  upon  you  ?  or  will  you  cling  to  them  in 
preference  to  the  obedience  of  faith  and  the  consequent  approbation 
of  heaven  ?  or  if  the  Lord  intends  to  be  merciful  unto  you,  will  you 
tarry  until  he  deems  it  necessary  to  pluck  the  idol  from  your  grasp, 
and  scatters  the  treasures  of  the  world  you  may  have  accumulated  to 
the  four  winds  of  heaven  2  I  tremble  for  you,  because  if  you  are 
honest-hearted  before  the  Lord,  his  goodness  will  be  extended  to- 
wards you  in  judgment,  and  he  will  deem  your  salvation  of  too  much 
importance  to  be  placed  in  the  scale  to  weigh  with  worldly  honours, 
or  wealth,  or  friends.  What  have  you  that  you  have  not  received 
from  the  bountiful  disposer  of  all  good  ?  what  portion  of  your  trea- 
sures have  you  accumulated,  over  which  he  has  not  control  ?  or  what 
honours  or  what  distinctions  do  you  enjoy  that  are  to  be  preferred  to 
what  he  is  waiting  to  bestow  ?  Oh !  consider  well  your  position  ; 
reflect  that  his  blessing  is  necessary  for  your  prosperity  in  all  things  ; 
and  remember,  too,  that  "  he  that  knoweth  his  Master's  will  and 
doeth  it  not,  shall  be  beaten  wTith  many  stripes."  Let  not  Satan  de- 
ceive you  by  a  partial  and  present  prosperity,  which  you  may  mistake 
for  the  providence  of  God,  and  for  his  approval  of  your  present 
course  ;  for  what  right  have  you  to  expect  manifestations  of  his  provi- 
dence to  be  shown  unto  you.  when  you  know  his  will  and  do  it  not  ? 


They  that  arc  keeping  liis  commandments  may  expect  liis  blessing, 
even  as  it  is  written — "  And  whatsoever  we  ask  we  reeeive  of  him, 
becakitie  we  he4p  his  eommandmewtB  and  do  those  things  that  are  plea- 
ing  in  his  sight."  And  if  the  doetrine  I  have  just  quoted  be  true, 
is  it  not  high  impiety  to  look  for  manifestations  of  his  goodness,  or  for 
liis  power  to  be  exhibited  on  your  behalf,  when  you  keep  not  his  com- 
mandments, neither  do  the  things  that  are  pleasing  in  his  sight? 

But;  again,  "  Why  do  you  not  obey  the  gospel?"  The  question 
may  he  addressed  to  others  who  care  not  for  the  slanders  of  the 
world,  or  who  are  not  over-estimating  the  good  things  of  it,  whose 
answer  may  be,  "  that  obedience  would  necessarily  compel  them  to 
gather  with  the  people  of  God,  to  leave  the  home  of  their  fathers,  to 
seek  a  foreign  land  for  their  abode,  and  to  bear  the  trials  of  settling 
in  a  new  country,  far  removed  from  many  who,  before  time,  have 
ministered  unto  them  of  the  comforts  of  life."  And  is  God  unrea- 
sonable to  call  out  liis  people  from  the  Babylon  that  exists  upon  the 
land?  is  he  unmindful  of  your  interests  when  he  says,  "  Come  out  of 
her,  my  people,  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of  her  sins,  and  that  ye  re- 
ceive not  of  her  plagues  ?  When  the  Lord  has  said,  "  fear  not  little 
children  for  it  is  your  father's  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the  kingdom," 
is  it  unreasonable  for  him  to  gather  together  his  people  in  the  fulness 
of  times,  to  receive  the  kingdom  and  dominion,  and  the  greatness  of 
it  under  the  whole  heaven  ?  What  reply  would  you  make  were  he 
io  say  unto  you,  "  how  often  Avould  I  have  gathered  you  as  a  hen 
gathcrcth  her  chickens  under  her  wings,  and  ye  would  not  ?"  But 
if  you  want  no  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  go  not  up  with  his 
people ;  stay,  if  you  dare  stay,  and  brave  the  judgments  which  are 
speedily  approaching  ;  decide  not  as  did  Abraham,  to  leave  his  father's 
house  at  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  and  become  a  pilgrim  and  a 
stranger  in  a  land  which  the  Lord  would  show  unto  him.  But  if  you 
have  no  desire  to  be  a  child  of  Abraham,  then  do  not  exercise  his  faith 
— be  content  to  dwell  in  darkness  with  the  anticipation  of  judgment 
over  your  head  ;  or,  if  the  prospect  of  it  alarm  you,  arise  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Lord  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  his  house,  to  learn  his 
will,  to  receive  his  spirit,  that  you  may  be  clothed  with  power,  being 
prepared  and  accounted  worthy  to  escape  all  the  judgments  that  shall 
come  to  pass,  and  to  stand  before  the  Son  of  Man.  And  we  would 
conclude  these  remarks  to  one  and  all,  by  quoting  the  words  of  the 
Saviour.  Mark,  c.  x.,  v.  29  and  30 — And  Jesus  answered  and  said, 
verily  I  say  unto  you,  there  is  no  man  that  hath  left  house,  or 
brethren,  or  sisters,  or  father,  or  mother,  or  wife,  or  children,  or 
lands,  for  my  sake,  and  the  gospel's,  but  he  shall  receive  an  hundred- 
fold now  in  this  time,  houses,  and  brethren,  and  sisters,  and  mothers, 
and  children,  and  lands,  with  persecutions  ;  and  m  the  world  to  come 
eternal  life. 
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